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having shown this mercy to the suffering souls in purgatory, we shall be
particularly entitled to be treated with mercy at our departure hence, and
to share more abundantly in the general suffrages of the church, continually
offered for all that have slept in Christ. The principal means by which
we obtain relief for the suffering souls in purgatory are sacrifice, prayer, and
almsdeeds. The unbloody sacrifice has always been offered for the faithful
departed no less than for the living.1 " It was not in vain," says St
Chrysostom,2" that the apostles ordained a commemoration of the deceased
in the holy and tremendous mysteries. They were sensible of the benefit
and advantage which accrues to them from this practice. For, when the
congregation stands with open arms, as well as the priests, and the tremend-
ous sacrifice is before them, how should our prayers for them not appease
God? But this is said of such as have departed in faith."

The following feasts are celebrated on November 2 :

ALL SOULS, the commemoration of the faithful departed : ST MARCIAN, anchoret, a Syrian:
BLESSED MARGARET OF LORRAINE, Duchess of Alengon: ST VICTORINUS, Bishop, one of the
pillars of the Church, martyred about 304 : and ST VULGAN, who preached the faith in Lens
in Artois and died in a cell there.

NOVEMBER 3

ST MALACHY, CONFESSOR, ARCHBISHOP OF ARDMACH,

OR ARMAGH

(A.D.  1148)

[From St Bernard's Life, lib. iv. c. 4. and the Life of St Malachy, written by St Bernard himself,
partly from his own knowledge and partly from relations sent him from Ireland by the
Abbot Congan, t. ii. p. 663, ad p. 698, ed. Mabill, Also St Bernard's Letters, Ep. 341
(p. 314, t. i.) ad Malachiam Hiberniae Archiep. anno. 1140, Ep. 356 (p. 223, anno 1141), ad
Malachiam Hiberniae Archiep. sedis Apostolicae legatum; and Ep. 374, anno 1148 (p. 337),
ad Fratres de Hibernia, de Transitu Malacniae, giving his brethren in Ireland an account
of his death; also St Bernard's two Sermons, one spoken at his funeral, in transitu St Malachiae
(p. 1048, t. iii.), the other on his anniversary festival, entitled De St Malachia, p. 1052,
t. iii. ed. Mabill.]                                                                                                      *

IN the fifth century Ireland was converted from heathenism to Christianity.
Through the three succeeding ages it became the principal seat of learning
in Christendom. So happy a distinction was owing to the labours and
apostolic lives of the native ecclesiastics, who were never known to abuse
the great immunities and secular endowments conferred on them by the
Irish princes. This change from idolatry to the gospel was brought about
in a period when the Roman empire in the West was torn to pieces, and
when inundations of pagan nations seized on the greater part of Europe.
In that state Providence, ever watchful over the church, erected an asylum
in this remote island for its r'epose and extension. For three hundred years
the Christian youth of the continent flocked hither to be instructed in the
science of the saints, and in the literature which leads to it. In the ninth

A See Card. Bona, Liturg. lib. ii. c. 15 ; Le Brun, sur les Liturgies des qnatres premiers stecles,
1.11, pp. 40, 41, 330, 364, 408, Ac,

1 Horn. 3 in Phil. t. xi. p. 217, ed. Montfauc.